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This study aims to investigate whether or not there is an alteration in joint attention in a
child with autism (CA5:7, DAZ24months), when sharing affect results in emotional contact play
between the teacher and the child. The focus of the study was on joint attention and shared
affect. In order to stimulate the sharing affect, a teacher prepared emotional contact play, for
example, by engaging in interactional play with a physical contact component. As a result, the
child began to perceive eye contact in emotional contact play in a three directional fashion; self,
other, and object. This brought about a shared sense of pleasure for the teacher and child. When
affection was shared, the child began to understand that the teacher has intentions or emotions.
This was observed when the child threw a ball in a different direction, while looking at teacher.
The teacher responded to the child’'s actions or requests, began to gradually grasp the child’s
intentions and emotions, and began to interact with the child, including enjoyment in play. As the
sharing affect with the teacher deepened, an alteration in the child’s skill in joint attention was
exhibited. When a shared affect was formed, joint attention skills were observed: sharing
attention and interest in a specific object with other people and engaging in actions like teasing,
pointing for description (wonder/ interest), spontaneous showing and referential looking. As a
result of the sharing affect promoted by emotional contact play, an alteration in joint attention,
as well as an appreciation of others was exhibited. The results suggest that sharing affect is

important in joint attention.

Key words : Autism, Joint attention, Sharing affect, Emotional contact play, Appreciation of other
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