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The Settling of Foreign Brides and Social Participation

Nan Hongyul
O Graduate Student, Graduate School of Education, Tohoku University O

O O After the era of rapid economic growth, owing to excessive out-migration, the scarcity of
brides and the difficulty to get married become regarded as a severe problem in Japanese rural
areas and their villages. As a response, after the 1980s, foreign brides, especially Asian brides,
become ordinary in the rural Tohoku region. The number of foreign brides increases year after
year. While many settle in rural areas for more than one to two decades, many cannot settle ow-
ing to the difference with the rural society. This results from the difference in language, culture,
and custom. This paper focused on foreign brides who settled in the rural Tohoku region for
years, analyzed their settling processes to the present in a concrete manner, and conducted some
examination for various factors in the settling of foreign brides in rural areas. The analysis of in-
terviews with settling foreign brides showed that they established social relationships in the close
living sphere such as family and neighborhood as they received the support of families and sur-
roundings at the time of entry. As a result, the brides marked the first step for settling Subse-
quently, as the analysis showed, the brides had the living sphere expanded to the local society
and strengthened their will to settle through social participation in variously formed networks wi-

thin the society.

Keywords: rural areas in the Tohoku region, foreign brides/international marriage, settling,

social participation
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