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Construction of Schools During the Japanese Period in Taiwan

and Its Role in Assimilation Education

Yu Cheng SHENG
(Graduate Student, Graduate School of Education, Tohoku University)

This study considers the characteristics of school construction during the Japanese period in
Taiwan in order to shed light on how this construction affected Assimilation Education. Specific
examples from that time are set forth for review using testimonial records and writings. First, an
evaluation of schoolhouses and statues of Ninomiya Sontoku describes the transformation of
school construction. Then contemporary testimonial records and writings are used to illustrate
how shrines and portraits of the Japanese Emperor were placed in schools. Finally, based on an
understanding provided by this evidence we examine the effects school construction had on one
of the aims of education, that being assimilation. This research suggests that building
schoolhouses and placing bronze statues cultivated a disciplined lifestyle, in particular a spirit of
service through labor, in the students based on reverence toward Ninomiya Sontoku and
promoted by the campus organization. A spirit of diligence was being created using statues of
Ninomiya Sontoku just as was done with children in Japan. This can be perceived as a part of
Assimilation Education. At the same time, enshrinements like the Hou-An-Den and Hou-An-Ko
(places where such things as the Imperial decree on Education and Portraits of the Japanese
Emperor were displayed) symbolized Japan's demand for loyalty and patriotism toward the
Emperor from the Taiwanese. In this way it can be shown that school construction played a

large role in the practice of education as a means of bringing about assimilation.

Keywords : Taiwan, colonial education, construction of schools, assimilation education
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