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Establishing “ I-basho” and the Role of Supporters

: The Example of White Canvas in Oshu, Iwate Prefecture

Zhi LI
(Graduate Student, Graduate School of Education, Tohoku University)

The aim of this study is to discuss the role of staff taking as an example White Canvas in
Oshu, Iwate Prefecture. At first I examined the meaning of the “ I-basho” as understood by
participating children. Then I investigated the value and attitudes of the staff and examined the
limits and possibilities of the “ I-basho”.

The study produced a range of results and conclusions. Staff members build and develope
their practice through promoting self-determination and independence among the children based
on the value of “supporting children's participation”. Furthermore, they base practice on “deep
understanding” and “encouraging children to become aware of things by themselves”. Staff
members value the independence of the “ I-basho” as “a third space” and report a sense of
“fluctuation” in their practice. There is considerable significance in the White Canvas providing “a
third space” where a child is in free relation with others, highly suggestive with regard to

“I-basho” in general and provision of after school facilities for children.

Keywords : I-basho, a third space, supporter, role
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