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The Understanding of Assetive Emotional Expressions

in Young Children

: On the Expressions of Anger

Kumiko HIRAKAWA
(Graduate Student, Graduate School of Education, Tohoku University)

The purpose of the present study was to investigate children’s understanding of emotional
expressions. The participants were 39 four-year-olds and 56 five-year-olds in two kindergartens.
There were two tasks about the expressions of anger. They were included the character’s
motives for emotional expressions. In “Face Choice Task”, participants were asked to choose the
facial expressions of the characters in three stories. One story included the motive that the
character wanted to stop his/her friend’s behavior (“Assertion Motive”) . Another one included
that the character did not want to make his/her friend sad (“Keep Friendship Motive”) . The
other one included both motives. In “Rating Task”, participants were asked to rate the
appropriateness of the character’s facial expressions for his/her motives in two stories. One story
had “Assertion Motive” and the other had “Keep Friendship Motive”.

The main results were as follows:
1. Younger children chose the stronger anger facial expressions than older children in “Face

Choice Task”,

2. In “Face Choice Task”, children chose the stronger anger facial expressions in “Assertion

Motive” situation than in “Keep Friendship Motive” situation.

3. Older children rated the character’s anger facial expression more appropriately than younger
children in “Rating Task”.

It was suggested that older children understood the relation between emotional expressions

and motives better than younger children.

Key words : emotional understanding, emotional expressions, “Assertion Motive”, anger, young

children
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