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The Significance and Issues of Family Support for

International Households

: Focusing on Education through Home Visits in South Korea

Hyunsuk PARK

(Post Doctoral Researcher, Tohoku University Graduate School of Education)
Kohei TSUBOTA

(Graduate Student, Tohoku University Graduate School of Education)

Starting with the establishment and enforcement of the Multi-Cultural Family Support Act
of 2008, support programs not only for marriage migrants themselves, but for their families as
well have begun to make progress in South Korea. Furthermore, through the revision of the
Multi-Cultural Family Support Act in April, 2011, the act has gained more legal force, and
regional level support has increased for multi-cultural families. In addition, while up until now the
act was only applicable to marriages between Koreans and foreign citizens, by expanding the
coverage to marriages between foreign students, foreign workers, and defectors from North
Korea, it can be said that South Korea is building a strong foundation for the realization of a
multicultural society.

In comparison, support programs for female marriage migrants in Japan often focus solely on
the migrants themselves, and approaches which bring the receiving family into consideration as
well have not been adequately explored. Support programs such as the Multi-Cultural Family
Support Act in South Korea, which extend to the receiving family, are rare in Japan, however
such approaches deserve evaluation since they help marriage migrants and their families adapt
to Japanese society. The purpose of this study is to explore both the significance and issues
concerning family support for international households from the viewpoint of social inclusion

through a case study of education through home visits in South Korea.

Key words ; Multi-Cultural Family Support Act, Social Inclusion, Education through Home Visits
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