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An Investigation into Elements of Assimilation Education in Morals

(Syushin) Textbooks in Taiwan during the Japanese Occupation

: Focusing on the First and Second Periods

Yu Cheng SHENG
(Graduate Student, Graduate School of Education, Tohoku University)

This research aims to clarify the content of morals (syushin) education used to form an
identity as Japanese citizens in Taiwan during the Japanese occupation. To do so, this research
investigates the nature of morals education through primary sources such as morals textbooks
used for elementary education as practiced during the occupation. First, this research investigates
a timeline of morals textbooks. Next, it investigates the content by extracting elements of
assimilation education from the first period to the second period morals textbooks, then compares
the first period and second period morals textbooks. Finally, based on the results of the above
investigation, it clarifies the state of morals education through records of testimony and treatises
of the time. This research found that morals textbooks were established to form an awareness as
a Japanese citizen in the form of “virtue training” and “loyalty and patriotism,” and that based on
testimony from interviews and on existing records of testimony, persons who lived through that
time had a positive view of morals education. Therefore, it does not appear that morals education

was successful.

Keywords : colonial education, Taiwan, assimilation education, morals (syushin) education






