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A Study on the Concept of Community

in the beginning of American Social Studies :

Focusing on the difference between city and rural

Jin'ichiro SAITO
(Graduate Student, Graduate School of Education, Tohoku University)

This paper aims to describe the feature of Civics educational theory in the beginning of
American Social Studies. Most researchers focused on the social studies theory in the urban area.
In the early 20th centuries USA, school subject “Social Studies” was introduced in the secondary
school. And, in the background, there were social problem of the City. But, in those days, half of
American students lived in rural area. So, we also need to research on the social studies theory
in rural area.

For this research, this paper selects the Textbook of Civics that made for rural area. And,
this paper focuses on the concept of community, emphasized in social studies of an early days.

In conclusion, this paper describes that there was difference between civics in city and civics

in rural area. Civics in rural area emphasized the importance of family and national relationship.

Keywords : beginning of American Social Studies, Community, Civics






