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Structural Principles of a Moral Education Class

on Controversial Issues

: Focusing on Risk Management

Kenichi NAGATA
(Graduate student, Graduate School of Education, Tohoku University /

Research fellow of the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science)

In this short paper, the author examined structural principles of a moral education class
based on social controversies concerning risk management. The Fukushima No. 1 power plant
accident in 2011 strongly made us conscious of the need to face risks in the modern society. Even
after the accident, however, moral education classes in Japan still continue to aim at developing
moral sentiments and attitudes, such as “kizuna” (social ties) and service-mind, and thus lack
building advanced moral judgment competence needed for social decision-making concerning
risks.

In order to present some principles for developing moral judgment competence, this paper
analyzed the framework of National Issues Forums, which practice deliberation on controversial
issues. As a result of the analysis, the followings were suggested as the principles to frame a
class to develop moral judgment competence through discussing over risk management: 1)
clarifying (moral) values behind the claims, 2) evaluating risks through the validity of moral

reasoning, and 3) examining probabilities of targeted risks by verifying one's perception and logic.

Keywords : moral education, controversial issues, risk, deliberation
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