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Changes in the Slight Movements of a
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The present study examines changes in slight hand movements (especially, finger movements
in most cases) of a child with profound brain and respiratory disabilities. A total of 25 sessions
were analyzed, which focused on an intervention wherein the child’s forehead was caressed. The
results revealed that the movements of both hands were evident, specifically when the child’s
forehead was caressed during the first trial of each session. It was more difficult to detect such
movements during the second or third trial. Furthermore, the existence or nonexistence of
movements in the right hand during the first trial was related to those in the left hand prior to
the first trial. These results emphasize the importance of the following: 1) discriminating stimuli
on the basis of the order of trials even if the content and strength of each stimulus was the same,

and 2) not considering the child’s state prior to the trials as equal.

Keywords : slight movements, case study, child with profound brain and respiratory disabilities
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