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The Features and Issues of International Education'

in Taiwan Senior High Schools

Yoshikazu OGAWA

(Professor, Graduate School of Education, Tohoku University)

This paper discusses the features and issues of ‘international education’ in Taiwan, focusing
on the education practices for senior high school students with high academic performance.
Following three points are found in this analysis.

First, international education in Taiwan, which has gradually infiltrated the school education,
develops towards only some areas, corresponding to the globalization policy of the government. It
is difficult to say that the development areas of teaching practices and teaching materials related
to international recognition and international understanding have improved so much although
they have been requested in particular. There are some reasons considered, but the main reason
i1s that we do not change any traditional idea that the high academic performance in school
education means basically the ability to be able to pass the famous universities. In other words,
each school is expected to have good result concerning the number of students enrolling in the
prestigious universities. Still, we have not found the alternatives that exceeds the current idea. In
that sense, it does not matter to say that the trust in traditional scholastic attainments covers the
basic system even if college entrance examination reform have been executed in recent years.

However, as second point, the influence of the globalization in recent years has caused some
changes inside senior high schools. One is to become increased the number of sister school ties
with foreign countries and the number of student exchange opportunities. The government fund
also push this direction. The reason why the high school side is positive to such activities is
because it usually takes one week at most for one time to do so and those activities may be dome
in summer vacation time. Namely, they give little impacts on official school curriculum. In
addition, the schools have the merit of being able to show their activities to the society. Moreover,
another change of ‘international education’” includes emphasis on the second foreign language
education other than English language at schools.

Thirdly, the second foreign language education develops gradually as advanced placement
program to universities in Taiwan. Also, it has expanded not only to the foreign language but
also to various liberal arts subjects. This tendency suggests that, with globalization, secondary

education curriculum comes to be connected to higher education and to be evaluated by the
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outside of secondary education itself. Thus, it can be said that emphasis on foreign language

education symbolize the current state of 'international education' in Taiwan.

Key words : Taiwan, Senior High School, International Education, International Exchange,

Advanced Placement Program
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