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Development of Social Studies Lesson Compatible with

Student's Various Backgrounds:

Focusing on the Changes Concerning Educaiton for Sovereign Members

Jinichiro SAITO

(Postdoctoral Researcher, Graduate School of Education, Tohoku University)

This study aims to develop the Social Studies Lesson compatible with the various
socioeconomic backgrounds of students. The study considers the recent widening of the gap
between economic classes and makes an important contribution to education for sovereign
members and citizenship. Although social studies researchers have tried to develop many lessons
for sovereign members and citizenship, these researchers have not focused on the socioeconomic
backgrounds of students.

To meet its objectives, this study implements two approaches. First, this paper reviews
previous research that were focused on the socioeconomic factor of education, summarizes the
main issues that were discussed by the previous researchers, and suggests the limitations of such
research. Second, this paper develops a social studies lesson for overcoming the limitations of
previous researches. Further, this paper creates a lesson on employment issues and the social
security system, given that this topic highlights the relationship berween the diversity of
students' socioeconomic backgrounds and social studies lessons. This lesson comprises four
sections. By suggesting these lessons, this paper presents a theoretical framework for justifying
the contents and method of this lesson.

Finally, this paper suggests that theoretical study of social studies lesson should involve a
consideration of the socioeconomic backgrounds of students. It also suggests alternative plan for
providing education to diversified groups. Although the teacher must not follow such plans

rigidly, suggested directions will encourage teacher to think freely and effectively.

Keywords : Social Studies Lesson, Lesson development, Employment issue, Social security

system, Educaiton for sovereign members
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