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Properties of the Broad-Range Japanese Fundamental Language Skills Test III:
Item Contents Review of Chinese Character Pronunciation Subscale from
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The purpose of this study is to reinvestigate the Chinese Character Pronunciation items of the Broad-Range Japanese
Fundamental Language Skills Test (BRJFLST) developed by Taira et al. (1998). We examined 517 items designed for
measuring junior and senior high school students' ability level.

Items were reviewed from the viewpoints of Japanese language education as the first language. Three levels of category
were set for the purpose of evaluation: Level A as the 'considerably stable in the sense of meaning and social significance
over time', Level B as 'fairly stable in the sense of meaning and social significance over time, having some features from
a particular viewpoint' and Level C as 'limited use in daily life or technical terms of specific fields'. Each level was divided
into two to five categories according to other criteria mainly set from the viewpoints of usage and exposure in the testing
situations.

The result showed that 85% of items were classified into level A, while not a single item was evaluated as level C. It veri-
fies that the item pool is still functioning well as a measurement tool for basic skills of the Japanese language at target as

a whole, even a decade passed since the items were created.

Key words: first language education, high school students, item pool, Chinese character, measurement



