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Freshman admissions and publicity in the University of Virginia

Naoki KURAMOTO

Associate Professor, Center for Advancement of Higher Education, Tohoku University;
Education Division, Tohoku University Graduate School of Educational Informatics

Abstract: The main purpose of this visit to UVA was to observe real activities of the office of admissions. The
anthor was accepted to join a committee meeting, an information session and a campus tour.

As a typical style of selective admissions, UVA has early and regular admission system for freshmen based on
papers. Most of the decisions are made almost automatically. The observed meeting was set for exceptions; the can-
didates who could not be denied automatically although they did not meet the standards. Two of the cases were re-
ported. The information session had about 30 participants, most of them seemed to be accompanied by parents or
their guardians. We walked around the central part of campus with a guide student by the campus tour.

The author was impressed with subjective discussions within the meeting. Publicities of the Japanese universities

did not seem to be far behind.

Key words: freshman admissions, North America, committee meeting, information session, campus tour
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