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Theoretical Study of Diffusive Works for "Internet School of Tohoku University (ISTU)"
—Comparison with "A Model of Stages in the Innovation-Decision Process" —

TAMEKAWA, Yuji
Graduate School of Educational Informatics, Tohoku University

In this report, diffusive works for an educational innovation, "Internet School of Tohoku University (ISTU)" by
ISTU support staff, and tutorial-manual for current ISTU system edited by the author and his colleagues were com-
pared with "A Model of stages in the Innovation-Decision Process (Rogers, 1983)." It was suggested that most of
their diffusive works and distribution of the tutorial-manual for current ISTU system depended on mass media chan-
nels which are effective for the "knowledge stage" and ineffective for the "persuasion stage." Thus, increasing per-
suasion via interpersonal channels, structure for higher trialability, and providing more information via interpersonal
channels that re-invention can occur on the "implementation stage" are important to further diffusion. Finally, a

problem that is not resolvable for ISTU support staff, such as political support, was suggested.

Key words: Internet School of Tohoku University (ISTU), educational innovation, diffusion



