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A cross-cultural study of the effect of the social and cultural context
for the athletes' motivation in Japan, China, Korea and Brazil:
from the information in educational contexts perspective

Katsuro Kitamura” , Shigeru Saito ” , Takahiro Nagayama "

1) Graduate School of Educational Informatics Research Division, Tohoku University

2) Matsumoto University

ABSTRACT

This study sought to qualitatively examine a) the experiences that the expert athletes form in the process of the
expertise in Japan, China, Korea, and Brazil, b) the sources of the cultural information used to form such experi-
ences in Japan, China, Korea, and Brazil, and c) the characteristic found in Japanese athletes. Twenty seven expert
athletes completed a semi-structured interview examining their perceptions of sport motivation. Interview transcripts
were subjected to deductive content analyses. Eighty-two raw data themes, eighteen first order-themes and six sec-
ond-order themes emerged. Participants formed their perceptions of their sport motivations. The characteristic found
in Japanese athletes were 1) a sense of reception in the initiation phase, 2) mutual relationship in practice phase,
and 3) development of a sense of identity as an athlete. The study indicates that cultural context influences the

forming process of the sport motivation in elite athletes.
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