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Succession of Traditional Folk Art in The Super-Digital Age
-Using “Horyo-Kagura” , sacred Shinto music and dancing, as an example-

Katsumi SATO*, Sinichi WATABE*

*QGraduate School of Educational Informatics Education Division / Research Division, Tohoku University

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research is to clarify how social changes have affected the succession of Kagura, a Japanese
traditional folk art. In order for that, the interviews were conducted with masters, which was followed by the dis-
cussion of the changes of Kagura, divided into 3 periods; the age of rural communities society, the age of labor
society and the age of ICT society. Then, the succession of Kagura in the super-digital age, which is to come in
the future, was considered. As a result, it was found out that Kagura has changed the communities where it was
succeeded according to the social changes. It was also found out that the succession of Kagura is not about keeping
the styles as they were in the past, but it is about passing down the thoughts of teachers. In the super-digital age,

therefore, ICT was considered to play the role which connects teachers and disciples.

Key words: Traditional Folk Art, Kagura, Succession, ICT, Community



