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Introduction:
Perspectives of Postsocialist anthropology and its role

Hiroki Takakura

The introduction introduces the current research field of postsocialist anthropology in Japan,
explores its possibilities and defines its role. It also explains the aim of the monograph and its
various papers. The studies are based on some shared perspectives which may be applied to
ethnographical studies of Russia and the former Soviet Union and neighboring regions such
as Eastern Europe, the Caucasus, Central Asia, Siberia and Mongolia. The unique methodol-
ogy is that the ethnographers observe the three historical phases of tradition, socialism and the
present in order to analyze the contemporary socio-cultural process. Postsocialist anthropology
in Japan started with the collapse of the Soviet Union and critically accepted the research his-
tory of Soviet Studies of the Cold war era. The ethnographical description of the postsocialist
condition implies the deconstruction of the “socialist as other” and examines social history and
the history of thought on Soviet anthropology and an exploration of its institutional meaning.
Although postsocialist anthropology is a tentative research program and might disappear in the
future, its aims and perspective renew certain anthropological traditions.
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