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Misunderstandings in ‘‘Failure in Communicating an Environmental Issue Regarding
Melting Ice in the Polar Regions and Change of Sea Level”’
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Endo et al. says that the sea level will be lower due to the ice in the polar region, and refers to the IPCC (Inter-governmental
Panel on Climate Change) assessment reports as if these reports would have supported the notion. The referred sections of IPCC
reports, however, describe the effects of ‘“‘polar ice sheets’” of Antarctica and Greenland combined, and not ‘“‘ice in the polar
region’’ as Endo ef al. says. The misinterpretations of these terms also lead to their unfounded and untenable criticism on the
“White Paper on the Environment” published by the Ministry of the Environment, Japan.
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Table 1 Difference of the definition among the IPCC, White Paper on the Environment and Endo ef al.

Definition of regions : : 1 . .
by IPCC Polar region (Arctic) Polar region (Antarctic)
Area Arctic sea Greenland Permafrost zone mountains Antarctic Antarctic sea

The name of ice Arctic sea ice Greenland ice sheet

Permafrost

Glaciers and ice caps | Antarctic ice sheet Antarctic sea ice

White Paper on the
Environment

ice in the polar regions and mountains

Endo et al. Arctic sea ice*?

*1: Mountainous areas except for polar regions.
*2 : polar ice sheets mentioned in Takeda (2007).
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