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Author Abstract

A forum featured scientific information distribution was held at one of the biggest meetings on life sciences in
Japan. The forum organized by the author did not have a great success with many participants, but there were
some fruits. | and a co-organizer presented the concepts such as “serials crisis”, “institutional repositories”
and “open access”, those unfamiliar for general life scientists. Scientific information distribution was shown
to be important for science communication and the progress of research. From the view point of science
communication, several points are turned out to have a great significance. Self-archiving by researchers
themselves and the institutional and financial support system for encouraging that, requests for institutional
repositories of huge national research agencies, and the big role of funding agencies are those points. Some
proposals to improve the current scientific information distribution from the view point of science communication.

Key words

scientific information distribution, science communication, life sciences, institutional repositories, central
archive, self-archiving, open access
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