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Another Perception of Kegare:
Case Study of Hatsuuma Taisai at Takekoma Shrine

Alimansyar

This research purpose is to describe about the process of change from kegare to
hare in a matsuri held in Shinto shrine. According to the Shinto belief, in order to
purify their physical and spiritual from the dirtiness, every religious ceremony must
be started with ‘purification”, which is called, shubatsu. Thus, someone who blessed
their hope and pray would be granted by Kami. But, not all Shinto believers do
purification when they attend the matsuri. The people, who do not do purification,
are the ones who are not able to go to Shinto shrines due to some specific reasons,
like affected by illness, busy working, etc. In the Matsuri, there is one part of the
ceremony where Kami visit the residents by Mikoshi. The people who are absent
from the matsuri with specific reason explained above, can only pray in the streets
or in front of their houses. Theoretically, those kinds of people with the specific
reasons should not be qualified to get blessed by God, because they have not purified
themselves from kegare. However, based on the field work by author, those people
could also be blessed by Kami. The reason those people could be blessed is that
Kami intentionally visit Ujiko and Sukeisha to bless them in the hatsuuma taisai, a
special day called hare for all sides, such as Kami, shrine, ujiko and sukeisha. The
Sukeisha also accept the day of hatsuma festival with happiness. In this situation
kegare in sukeisha will naturally purified, as a consequence, they will be able to

receive the blessings from the Kami.

Keyword: Kegare, Purification, Hatsuuma taisai, T akekoma Shrine



