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According to OECD (2005), the culture of evaluation by formative assessment is considered
as top priority agenda of schools in the countries such as the UK and Denmark. On the other
hand, we Japanese are not certain (as to) whether formative assessment exists or not, or culture
of evaluation exists or not. However we are beginning to understand by collaborative action
research with an Chikuzan elementary school and an elementary school and a junior high school
and an education board in a rural Higashinaruse village, Akita prefecture in Tohoku region,
Japan. The findings are suggested as follows: (1) assessment for learning is practiced classroom
assessment, daily contact and views exchange in the staffroom and joint in-schools teacher
training, (2) practiced unknowingly and inherently not only in classroom process but also in school
process supported by deep and smallest levels in school-based settings, (3) “mutuality” existed by
producing “sincerity” in the members. There exists partial possibility of extracting “culture of
evaluation” and visualizing it in the form of interconnectedness loop and complex layers from

other schools across Japan.

keyword : assessment, culture of evaluation, systems thinking, collaborative action research,

interconnectedness loop






