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Purpose

About midwife education in Miyagi before the midwife education open in Tohoku University, we determine
education course until midwife rule establishment.
Method

We conducted Miyagi Archives Building, Miyagi library, Tohoku University School of Medicine annex, To-
hoku University historical materials building, Diet library, the excavation of the possession historical materials of
these institutions.

Results

Present difficulties and measures related to midwifery in the Miyagi assembly from 1888 were examined.
Miyagi followed a policy of administering qualifying examinations after educating midwives. Therefore Miyagi
had midwives of three kinds : national licensed midwives, prefecture licensed midwives, and licensed midwives
who had received permission conventionally.

Midwife education started in 1889 at “the midwife training school attached to the Miyagi Hospital.” In the
two-year study period, each year was divided into two semesters, after which a terminal examination and a grad-
uate record examination were administered. Students who did not pass a graduate record examination did not
meet eligibility requirements for the examination of nationally licensed midwives.

In 1891, the school name became “The Miyagi Prefectural Midwife Training School.” The study period
was changed to one year. The Department of the Interior confirmed that the first and second graduates of the
Miyagi Prefectural midwife training school were able to obtain a national license without a separate midwife ex-
amination.

The Miyagi Prefectural Midwife Training School had a rule in 1899 stating “graduates can acquire the quali-
fications of a national qualified midwife without a national examination performed.” The school qualified a total
of 130 nationally licensed midwives during 1891-1899.
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Conclusions

The education of the midwife was started in 1889 in prefectural Miyagi Hospital in Miyagi.

The midwife training school was education of the two years course, but was changed in a course for one

year in 1891.

Department of the Interior license was obtained without requiring Department of the Interior midwife study

with the freshman sophomore.

When a national license midwife was obtained by graduating, according to the prefectural midwife training

rule of 1899, there was the graduate of the Miyagi midwife training school.
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